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A lot of people go through life as though God has not yet determined what 

He will bless and what He will curse. They live as though the jury is still out: 

“Maybe God will overlook some small “things” or maybe God will really like 

it if I do some “good” things. But the reality is that the Bible is complete. 

From eternity past, God as has determined irrevocably what He will bless 

and what He will curse.  

The big “If” is not if God will bless or if He will curse. The big “if” is whether 

we will live a life of obedience that He is free to bless or whether we will live 

a life of independent rebellion that He must punish.  

On the other hand, there are many here today who profess to believe that 

the God of the Bible is indeed true and unchanging and that His ways cannot 

be thwarted. Yet, it would be beneficial for us to raise the question posed by 

Del Tackett in the Truth Project: “Do you really believe that what you believe 

is really real?” This question is ultimately answered not with words but with 

the manner in which you live.  

Deuteronomy 28 is going to press home to us the ultimate reality of God. If I 

was to summarize these 68 verses into one sentence, it would be this:  

We must live obedient lives in light of the awesome reality of God Almighty 

who is sovereign over the choices of men in divine blessing and divine 

judgment.  

In the words of Paul (Rom 11:22), “Consider the kindness and severity of 

God.” That’s what we are going to do this morning; we are going to consider 

the kindness of God to bless obedience (vs. 1-14) and then we are going to 

consider the severity of God’s wrath in cursing disobedience (vs. 15-68). 

1. Consider the kindness of God to bless obedience (Deut 28:1-14).  

Vs. 1-14 detail all the ways in which God will bless His people if they 

uphold the covenant by walking in obedience to His 

commandments.  

First, let me point out that everything in vs. 1-14 is conditional. 

God’s boundless blessing was conditional on the basis of Israel’s 

thorough obedience. [“If” times]
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� Vs. 1: “Now it shall be if [condition] you diligently [not 

generally] obey the Lord your God, being careful [not 

casual] to do all His commandments which I command you 

today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the 

nations of the earth.” 

� Vs. 2: “All these blessings will come upon you and overtake 

you if you obey the Lord your God.” 

� Vs. 9: “The Lord Himself will establish you as a holy people 

to Himself, as He swore to you, if you keep the 

commandments of the Lord your God and walk in His 

ways.” 

� Vs. 13-14: “The Lord will make you the head and not the 

tail, and you only will be above, and you will not be 

underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the Lord 

your God to observe them carefully [not conveniently] and 

do not turn aside from any of the words which I command 

you today, to the right or to the left to go after other gods 

and serve them.” 

In other words, God must be the only God and therefore the 

supreme/primary loyalty in your life by which all other loyalties are 

defined.  

Life Principle: You cannot legitimately anticipate God’s blessing in 

your life short of careful obedience.  

 

The second thing I want you to notice in these first 14 verses is that 

the blessing promised in this covenant with Israel is comprehensive 

and consuming.  
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[Vs. 2]: “overtake” (nasag); the same word used in Deut. 19 of the 

avenger of blood who would “overtake” the one who killed his 

friend. God’s blessing will conquer/overwhelm you. God’s blessing 

would come upon them like a flood. 

[Vs. 3-6] � comprehensive 

Yet of all the material blessing mentioned here, surely the greatest 

blessing would not be their wealth or their possessions but their 

privileged relationship with Yahweh that would cause them to be a 

conduit of His glory to the whole world. The purpose for which the 

Lord would set them high above all the nations of the earth (vs. 1); 

the purpose for which the Lord would make the head and not the 

tail, to be above rather than beneath (vs. 13); the purpose for which 

the Lord would establish them as a holy people to Himself (vs. 9) is 

expressed in vs. 10: “so that all the peoples of the earth will see that 

you are called by the name of the Lord.”  

God would bless His people in order to make them a blessing to the 

nations.
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 God’s blessing is not only meant for our enjoyment but for 

the joy of all the people of the earth. God’s blessing was never 

meant to stop with us, like a dam holding back a river. Rather God’s 

people were to be a channel through which the glory and grace of 

God could bless all the nations of the earth; then through Abraham, 

now through the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Let’s not miss the obvious: God does bless obedience, and apart from 

obedience you should not expect His blessing. Let me clarify something. You 

have often heard me say, “Obedience leads to blessing; Disobedience leads 

to discipline.” This is not a formula but a general principle. Sometimes 

obedience to God results in suffering on this earth. Yet He will honor 

obedience either now or later.  
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 Cf. Chris Wright on Deut. 26:19: “Israel’s place among the nations is never to be a 

matter of national pride, since it is due neither to numerical nor moral superiority 

(7:7; 9:4-6). Furthermore, the reputation of Israel among the nations us ultimately 

to be for the sake of Yahweh’s own name.” (NIBC: Deuteronomy pg. 272-273).  

This is not a passage that supports the prosperity gospel preachers who 

want to treat God as a formula rather than a Father. The reality is that God 

is a good Father and many times He blesses us by saying no to what we 

want because He is more concerned about what is right for us and glorifies 

Him than what merely appeals to us and gratifies the desires of our flesh     

(I John 2:16).  

God blesses our obedience not because we earned it or deserve it. Sinners 

don’t deserve any blessing from God. Yet our obedience, like faith, is a 

means of appropriating God’s grace and blessing in our lives.
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The blessing God’s people would receive would not ultimately be a result of 

their own doing but God’s sovereign grace. Obedience is a response to 

God’s grace to which He personally commands His blessing. Notice the 

sovereign hand of God in this passage; at least 22 times in chapter 28 we 

have the phrase “the Lord will…” For example [vs. 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13] 

We must live obedient lives in light of the awesome reality of the Sovereign 

Lord who personally blesses those who respond to His grace with obedience.  

Oh, consider the kindness of God that He should pour out the grace of His 

boundless blessing, comprehensively, on sinners who for forty years had 

rebelled against Him. What grace! 

May we never presume upon God’s grace. Rather, we must also consider 

the severity of God’s wrath on those who reject such grace.  

2. Consider the severity of God’s wrath in cursing disobedience  

(Deut. 28:15-68). 

We are now on the other side of the condition of careful obedience.  

� Vs. 15: “But it shall come about, if you do not obey the Lord your 

God, to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes with 

which I charge you today, that all these curses will come upon you 

and overtake you.” 

 

                                                           
3
 Chris Wright, pg. 281. 



The curses will be comprehensive and all-consuming [vs. 16-19].  

You will not be able to escape the curses of violating God’s commands! 

Furthermore, these are not just some general, inevitable consequences of 

life. God Himself is bringing a holy reckoning to His people in direct 

judgment which no one can thwart. The Sovereign Lord will personally loom 

over them with the fury of His wrath. [“The Lord will…”] 

� [vs. 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 27, 28] 

� [vs. 32]—when the Almighty One sets forth His hand, no one can 

resist it; [33-34] 

� [vs. 35-36] 

Vs. 45 interrupts this string of curses to once again remind us of the reasons 

for them. [Vs. 45]  

[Vs. 48]Why? Why such severity? What has Israel done? The answer was 

given back in [vs. 47]. The NIV (1984) reads this way: “Because you did not 

serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in the time of prosperity.”In 

other words, they took God’s grace for granted. They failed to respond to 

God’s grace with the gratitude of obedience. Their hearts were turned away 

from God as the center of their joy because they became preoccupied with 

their possessions rather than utilizing them as a platform for thanksgiving 

and worship. Oh, how desperately we need to fight for a God-centered life! 

Can’t you sense the Spirit of God pleading with you through Deut. 28 to 

bring your life into alignment with God’s Word and ways—not casually; not 

generally; not approximately; Make it the mission of your life to faithfully 

obey God in all things for your joy in His glory! 

Vs. 49-57 go on to describe in detail the horrors of how God will send their 

enemies against them to destroy their security and strip them of all that He 

has blessed them with.  So horrid would be the times of siege under their 

enemies, that they would even eat the flesh of their own children to stay 

alive. Then in vss. 58-59 the curses intensify all the more. [Vss. 58-59…61-62]  

To rebel against the Lord’s commands is to rebel against God’s grace. To 

rebel against God’s grace is to rebel against God’s blessing.  

Vs. 63 is the most troubling of all from a sinner’s perspective. [63]. With the 

same passion that God had blessed them, He would passionately destroy 

them because of the wickedness of their sin. This is not like some deranged 

person who finds enjoyment in torturing or killing others. This is a God so 

holy that He delights in destroying evil. Vs. 63 highlights the severity of the 

wickedness of sin and the infinite purity of God’s holy goodness.  

This is hard to understand. Many commentators suggest that we should 

understand vs. 63 as a rhetorical device. And yet, I would caution us about 

landing there too quickly. God is not simple like us, as though everything 

must be fit into one emotional category at a time of either good or bad. It is 

true that the Bible also affirms that God takes no pleasure in the death of 

anyone, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance 

(Ezek 18:32; 2 Peter 3:9). So what shall we say? God in His compassion 

grieves to bring judgment and yet in His holiness delights in destroying evil.   

Chapter 28 concludes by describing what the quality of life will be like under 

the curses of the covenant because of their rejection of God. [65-67] 

These 54 verses of curses are not like the empty threats of a weak parent 

but the reality of a holy God. All you have to do is read the history of Israel 

in Kings, Chronicles, and the prophets to discover that Deut. 28 is not 

rhetoric—its reality. There are times when you are reading the historical 

books and you wonder, ‘how could things get this bad—eating the flesh of 

their own children?’ The answer is found back in Deut. 28—they are under 

the curse of the covenant for rejecting the Lord.  

What we see of the kindness and severity of God in Deut. 28 is only small 

sampling of the kindness and severity of God that we see in the cross of 

Christ. Deut. 28 may seem overwhelming to us on both accounts and yet it 

is like the Grand Canyon or Mt. Everest in comparison to the expansiveness 

of the universe. Just as Mt. Everest is miniscule in comparison to the 

universe, so the implications of Deut. 28 are slight compared to the 

implications of the kindness and severity of God through the cross-work of 

Jesus Christ.  

 



Through the cross we see the kindness and severity of God merge as God 

lays the fury of His wrath for sinners on His Son. Those who respond to such 

grace with obedient trust in Jesus are granted the infinite reward of God’s 

measureless, eternal kindness (Eph. 2) while those who despise such grace 

and consider it of little value, are banished to eternal torment where there 

is no end and no relief.  

We don’t struggle with the kindness of God toward sinners because we are 

sinners. But we do struggle with the severity of God’s wrath toward sinners 

because we are sinners and our hearts are deceptive and reject the truth of 

man’s sin and God’s holiness.  

Listen carefully to how Jonathan Edwards responds to the turmoil of 

judgment. [Jonathan Edwards, pg. 270]
4
  

 “Does it seem to you not real that you shall suffer such a dreadful 

destruction because it seems to you that you do not deserve it? And 

because you do not see anything so horrid in yourself as to answer 

such a dreadful punishment? Why is it that your wickedness does 

not seem bad enough to deserve this punishment? The reason is 

because you love your wickedness; your wickedness seems good to 

you; it appears lovely to you; you do not see any such hatefulness in 

it as to answer such misery. 

 “But know that God does not see as you see with your polluted 

eyes. Your sins in His sight are infinitely abominable. You know that 

you have a thousand and a thousand times made light of the 

majesty of God. And why should not that majesty, which you have 

thus despised, be manifested in the greatness of your punishment? 

You have often heard what a great and dreadful God Jehovah is, but 

you have made so light of it that you have not been afraid of Him. 

You have not been afraid to sin against Him, nor to go on day after 

day by your sins to provoke Him to wrath, nor to cast His commands 

under foot and trample on them. Now why may not God, in the 

greatness of your destruction, justly vindicate and manifest the 

greatness of that majesty which you have despised?”   
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 The Wrath of Almighty God: Jonathan Edwards on God’s Judgment Against Sinners 

Of course, the most common knee-jerk reaction is to pull out the “trump 

card” of God’s love. Yet Edwards cuts us off at the pass: [Jonathan Edwards, 

pg 271].
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 “Think it not strange that God should deal so severely with you, or 

that the wrath which you shall suffer should be so great. For as 

great as it is, it is no greater than that love of God which you have 

despised. The love of God, and His grace, condescension, and pity to 

sinners in sending His Son into the world to die for them, are every 

whit as great and wonderful as this inexpressible wrath. This mercy 

has been held forth to you and described in its wonderful greatness 

hundreds of times, and as often has it been offered to you. But you 

would not accept Christ; you would not have this great love of God; 

you despised God’s dying love; you trampled the benefits of it 

underfoot. Now why should you not have wrath as great as that 

love and mercy which you despised and rejected? Does it seem 

incredible to you that God should so harden His heart against a poor 

sinner so as to destroy him and to bear him down with infinite 

power and merciless wrath? And is this a greater thing than it is for 

you to harden your heart, as you have done, against infinite mercy 

and against the dying love of God?”  

The crucified, risen Jesus is the only one who can bear the curse of your sin 

and restore you to the blessing and favor and love of God. You may have 

grown up in a Christian family; you may have gone through AWANA, Sunday 

School, and ONEighty. Yet none of these things remove the curse of your sin 

from your head. You must personally take responsibility for your sin and 

stake all of your trust in Jesus. Lay down the rights of your life at the feet of 

the Sovereign Lord who loved us and gave Himself up for us.  
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